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Young Artists Make Art Inspired by the River 

 

Once again, the Upper Guadalupe River Authority (UGRA) has teamed up with the Hill Country 

Arts Foundation (HCAF) for a youth art workshop. During previous years, students have created 

art from litter removed from the watershed during the UGRA annual River Clean Up, however, 

this year’s focus was on appreciation of the river. Students spent time in nature taking inspiration 

from their surroundings. Some of the assemblage projects used items that might otherwise have 

been thrown away while some projects were made of woody debris. Some of the art pieces will 

become permanent fixtures in the EduScape – UGRA’s demonstration landscape at 125 Lehmann 

Drive in Kerrville. 

 

During the week of July 20th, instructor and artist, Phyllis Garey, led the young artists through a 

weeklong workshop at HCAF. Ten students worked diligently during the week to create both 

collaborative and individual pieces. Garey discussed stewardship of the Guadalupe River, the 

organisms that rely on a healthy river, and threats to water quality while the students created their 

projects inspired by the river. They also made thank you cards for River Clean Up sponsors. A 

reception to view the final pieces of art was held at the HCAF on July 24th. Several of the pieces 

were then moved to the UGRA lobby and will be on display through September 4th. Please stop 

by the UGRA building at 125 Lehmann Drive anytime Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. to view 

the artwork.  

 

 

 

 

Youth art workshop class 

held the week of July 20 – 24, 

2026. Workshop participants 

proudly gathered in front of 

their art. Pictured left to right: 

Everly, Parker, Finley, 

Oehler, Palmer, Sophia, 

Emma, Olivia, James, Sofia, 

and Leona 

 



   

  

While the annual River Clean Up event did not occur on July 25th due to the flood the week prior, 

UGRA will hold a clean up event or events prior to the end of the year. UGRA will keep volunteers 

informed of a new date or revised format as details are available. 

 

If you have questions, please contact Matt Wilkinson at rivercleanup@ugra.org or (830) 896-5456 

ext. 235. 

 

 

 

 

Artwork created during 

the Hill Country Arts 

Foundation youth art 

workshop is currently 

on display in the 

UGRA lobby. 
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